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No kids’ stuff this

% ne would not question a UN
( ) diplomat, even a former one, Bt
children are children. On Sun-
day, when former UN undersecretary-
general Shashi Tharoor interacted with
underprivileged children, the most un-
expected questions were posed to the
writer, Do yvou like prose or poeiry? Af-
ter a long pause, Tharoor said both, A
diplomatic replv?
And when 1t was his turn to pose
questions to themn, one girl said she warn-
erl to be acollector When Tharoor asked
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her why, pat came the reply,. To serve the
peaple of conrse! Interacting with these
children made me introspect, said
Tharoorn

Shh, it’s Rahu Kala

) elievers don't
atep out duar-
ing Rahu Kala, the
inauspicious time
of the dawv Public
wiorks minister H
D Revanna doesn'y
hold press confer-
ences during this
tfime either. Recently, when he held a
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meeting with the railway deparimeni
o diseuss the speedy execution of penid-
ing projects in the state, scribes want-
e to know the cutcome of themesiing,
They could get the brief from the in-
frastructure principal secretary vV P
Baligar, but not from Revanna, When
acribes wondered why, Revanna himsealf
clarified: “You (scribes) are asking me
at the wrong time. The time 15 nauspi-
cious for me to spealk.” But he did say
these few lines during the Rahu Kala!

Jumbo love story

r l *his ‘Menaka® was successful inlur-
g Manikanta’, the most arrogani
among all the park elephanis ai Ban-
nerghatta Biological Park. But she may
not be able to cavort with him for long,
Faor, the guardians are out to separate
thi=jodi. The animals behave normally
when they arenot together. But themo-
ment one spots the other, they oo wild
with lowe, say the officials. They sav they
have no choice but to keep them apart
as thev refiise io listen to their mahouts
when they are together Manikanta re-
cently tried to even attaclk his mahout,
Both Menaka and Manilkanta were res-
cued from temples in Bangalore, The
parl officials are now loolking for a sep-
araie shelter to house Menalo,
Will Menaka send an urgent trunlk
call to her beloved torescue her? Waich
this sparce.
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Pizza and pizazz

risitany government affice, you see

" the peon carrving tea for his ‘sa-
hebrw’ iboss), That was then. And this
1= now: vouses the peoncarrying pizzga
mstead. The government staff trualy be-
liewve that this is corporate cul ture! The
official= at the mdustries department
eagerly wait for this delicious pizza
breal:. Asthe pizza boventers the office,
he 15 questioned, “Why are vou late?”
“Traffic jam. sir" the bay replies and
he is forgiven. Then the pizza is dis-
tributed. Even the suests get 1o have
a plece.

It's nice 1o know that government of-
frials enjoy their pizzas. When will they
l=arn to umbi be true corporate culture?
Of cutting red tape, meeting deadlines
anid delivering quality work?

(Cantribuled by Secthalakshmi 5, Anil
Kumar M, AmiL5s Upadhye and
R Jayaprakash)
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