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Want development?
Educate girls: Tharoor

Seethalakshml S and Geetha Rao | ™y

Bangalore: The 51-year-ald wrirer
wonld not like to take the 62% liter-
acy levels of India, on the face of it
In an interview o The Times of In-
aferon Sunclay: former United Nations
under-secretary Shashi Tharoor says
it's time the government roped in the
privatesector ineducation, given the
scale of challenge in reducing the
huge dropout rate and ensuring that
every child in India is in school

Excerpts:
Indhia seems far avay from achiev-
ing the goal of Education For All
(EFEA) by 2015, Despite various ini-
tiatives o hring the child to school,
why and where have we failed?

Merely having schemes to enral
children in schools will not help, We
must look at social realities of every
child, Why will a girl child travel for
twis hours ta reach the school, when
her family back home is starving?
Teacherabzentesizm is worst in In-
dia. Why will chiuldren go to school
where thers are no teachers? Mot io
discount the achievement, we have
gone from a mere 18% G2%, but the
challenge 1= huge. Though 1 am per-
sonallv dubious about these figures,
we wiolld not like o questdon it as if
1=official, It's good to have goals, Twani
the goals, =0 that we work fowards it
What then are the urgent steps In-
dia must initiate to reach the EFA
goal?

The time has come for the govern-
ment to facilitate private sector in-
volvement in education and promot-

ing literacy We
can no  Imore
rely on the gov-
ernment  for
every thing, The
COL porates st
step m. We can-
not hecome a
=t century
leader with so
many illiterates,
India has more
mamber of chil-
Shashi Tharoor dren who have
NEVEr Seen A
school than any other country, The
challenge must be to have world-class
leaders from India and these leaders
must be our poor bovs and sirls, Why
nit?

What 15 that one step you would
advise for development?

Educate girls. This is the magic
bullet for development, for not just
India, but every conntry Girl educa-
tion 1= ane of the mosturgent initia-
fives that we must talke up seriously,
It 1= a universal truth that educating
girls 1s transforming families and so-
clelies,

Increasingly, voung and the edu-
cated seem o taking up the path
of terror ...

I would like to believe that it is
only a tiny minarity. Every society
has its eriminality, We should not gen-
eralise. Today deadly weapons are
eazily available and there are people
supplving them.

Should Incha sign the nuclear deal?

Wait for my next calumn.
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